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and the works of Krsnadevaraya deserve special mention.
There were women writers like Vijayanka or Vijjhika, who
has been honoured by RajaSekhara as Sarasvati and Karnati
and praised for her Vaidarbhi style, which she had mastered
next to Kalidasa, and Gangadevi, the daughter-in-law of
Bukkaraya, who wrote ' Madhuravijaya', extolling the
exploits of her own heroic husband in excellent Sanskrit.
To all this must be added the great mass of inscriptional
literature in Sanskrit and Prakrit, in which all the epi-
graphs used to be written till the 5th century. Even later
the two languages occupied a respectable place by the side
of Kannada.
Owing to political and religious associations, Andhra
and Karnataka have influenced each other considerably. In
respect of literary activity, it is known that Telugu made a
beginning under Kannada influence. The first Telugu poet,
Nanniah composed the Andhra MBh in Campu form after
the manner of Pampa and with the help of Narayajn&bhatta,
who was a Kannada poet himself. 'Kavirajamarga' showed
the way to * Kavijanasrayamu * of Bhuna Kavi. Several
Telugu poets were patronised by kings of Karnataka, chie0y
of Vijayanagara. The reign of Krsnadevaraya, who was
himself an author of note in Telugu, is the golden age of
Telugu literature when poets like Ailasani Peddaija flourish-
ed and gave of their best to their language.
Literature in Tamil, Urdu and Persian has been
produced in Karnataka, in different forms and at different
periods. A greater reciprocity in respect of language and
literature has, however, taken place between Kannada and
Marathi. It is not possible for us to dwell at length on
tbe history of the relations betww Karaafaka and